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Intent 
Initial Statement 
This document is designed to give guidance to staff, parents and other interested parties regarding 

the Springwood Heath Pre-Formal Curriculum and its application in Swans class. 

 

Curriculum Philosophy and Structure 
The fundamental principle behind the pre-formal curriculum design at Springwood Heath School is to 

enable students who are identified as working below the level of national tests and not engaging 

in subject-specific study the opportunity to learn in an pupil-centred, enabling environment planned 

to meet their specific needs and engage in meaningful learning. The curriculum is designed to 

stimulate and challenge our students to acquire knowledge and develop skills; it is balanced, broad 

and flexible. The learning needs of each student are rigorously assessed on entry to school and on a 

timely basis throughout their school career, to tailor each student’s personalised learning journey. 

Our creative curriculum ensures learning programmes are bespoke and child-centred. The 

curriculum provides students with a breadth of enriching learning experiences, as well as giving 

them the opportunity to pursue areas of personal interest. Students’ achievements are celebrated 

regularly and they show us that they are proud of their learning. We allow our students to be as 

independent as possible, in order for them to develop social skills and feel confident in all that they 

do.  

 

Provision 

Learners in Swans class access a varied and personalised curriculum which, depending on learning 

need include: 

• Bucket time (Attention Autism) 

• Life skills activities to foster and encourage independence 

• Sensory Circuit access 

• Social/Emotional/Play skill support 

• Guided continuous provision in an enabling environment 

• AAC support 

• Access to outdoor provision 

• High staff: pupil ratio 

• Small group teaching and 1:1 target time daily 

 

Implementation 
 
Curriculum Coverage 

 
Our children are taught through a topic cycle curriculum so it is a priority that we ensure full 
curriculum coverage and this is reviewed regularly through our medium and short term planning. 

 
Communication & 
Language 

Speaking and Listening  
AAC 
Socially speaking 
Targeted S&L programmes 
Reading: See and Learn   
Writing: Pre writing, mark making 

Mathematics Number 
Using and Applying Maths in 
real life contexts 
Shape, Space and Measure 



Physical 

Development 

Physiotherapy access 
Weekly PE sessions 
Sensory circuits in our outdoor provision 
Soft play access weekly 

Personal, Health, 

Social and 

Emotional 
Development 

Behaviour 
Citizenship  
Careers 
Relationships 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development 
Healthy Schools/Healthy Eating 

Understanding the 

World 

DT 

Geography 
History 
ICT including e-Safety 
RE including Collective Worship 

Science 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Music 
Art/ Creativity 
Drama 
Dance 

Sensory Multi-Sensory Impairment 

Visual Impairment 
Hearing Impairment  

Sensory Service support  

 

To ensure coverage in planning: 
-Curriculum subjects are referred to in the 3-year Topic Cycle 

-Teachers are required to indicate subject specific lesson content within timetables and planning 

Long Term Planning 

Swans will follow a 3 year rolling programme to ensure students following the pre-formal curriculum 
throughout their time at Springwood Heath do not repeat content and have full access to the 
breadth of our curriculum. Encompassing relevant, age-appropriate themes, our aim is to ensure 
children’s learning is engaging, challenging and links to their role in our community both in and 

outside of school, wherever possible linking with parents, community, our local area and children’s 
own interests. The topics are carefully formulated to ensure continuity and progression through the 
primary range of Key Stage 1 and 2. Each theme has a specific ‘National Curriculum subjects covered’ 

focus to demonstrate coverage. This focus does not exclude other curriculum areas which are 
dovetailed into our themes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below is an example of Year 1 of our long-term plans  

 
Medium Term Planning 
 
As a staff team we consider the core needs of our learners and design our medium-term plan 

around them.  
 
Below is an example of a medium term plan we adapt using key texts as an starting point, adding 
pupils’ personalised S&L targets and any children’s personal interest wherever possible 

 



 
Short Term Planning 
 
Weekly/fortnightly planning focuses on the core learning needs of individual pupils, with teachers taking 
each pupil’s MAPP target in this area as the basis for creating lesson learning intentions. Pupils are observed 
throughout the week to consider how effectively they are progressing with their targets and assessed using 
our 1-10 scale in the areas of prompting, fluency, generalization, maintenance which inform our next target 

setting and therefore, curriculum plans.  
 

Assessment 
 
Engagement Model 
 
The assessment tool we use in Swans class in the Engagement Model (DfE/STA statutory 

assessment) which is for pupils working below the standard of national curriculum tests. Pupils are 

assessed formatively across the year and summative assessments are made at the end of the 
school year. The Pre-Key Stage Standards for KS1 and 2 in English and Mathematics are used to 
assess any pupils who are achieving beyond the Engagement Model buy not yet developmentally 
reaching key stage standards and ready for KS2 tests. This is a pupil-centred approach which 
allows teachers to make valuable assessments of children to identify areas they need further 
support in, as well as identifying areas of strength. The Engagement Model values all sources of 

knowledge and information provided by those working with our children including school staff, 
multi-agency professionals and parents/carers. It recognises there is a complex interaction 
between pupils’ physical, sensory, communication and learning disabilities that affects how they 
progress. 

The Engagement Model looks specifically at how students engage with their learning in five 
different areas: 

• Initiation: building independence 

• Persistence: determination to succeed 

• Exploration: showing curiosity 

• Anticipation: prediction of events 

• Realisation: light bulb moments 

In our Swans class children work on a bespoke curriculum, designed to meet their diverse needs. 
The Engagement Model focuses on children’s abilities rather than disabilities. Regular observations 
conducted by staff who know the children well help establish progress across the five areas taking 
into consideration children’s linear and lateral progress, the consolidation and maintenance of their 

knowledge, skills and concepts and their uniqueness as a learner. 



 

MAPP Targets 
 
We use the children’s long-term targets from their EHCP as the basis for our planning, support plans 

creating a personalized curriculum to meet their specific needs. Assessment is primarily focused 
against these EHCP outcomes. However, these targets need to be broken down into manageable, 
small-step targets and this is done through MAPP targets which are reviewed weekly/fortnightly. 
Progress is then measured against 4 outcomes: Prompting, Fluency, Maintenance and Generalisation 
on a scale of 1-10. MAPP targets are broken down into small Progress in Provision (PiP) steps which 

help in assessing progress. PiP targets are then used within daily planning. The language of the 5 
areas of the Engagement Model is incorporated into MAPP and PiP target setting and assessment 

processes. 
 
 

 
 

Routes for Learning 
 

For those children with profound and multiple learning difficulties we use ‘Routes for Learning’ 
materials to focus on learners’ early cognitive development, their communication and social 
interaction skills and their interaction with the environment. 

 



 

 
 


