
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EYFS 

Calculation Policy 

 

Updated July 2022 
 



The NCTM (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics) states  
“Young learners’ future understanding of mathematics requires an early foundation based on a high-quality, challenging, 
and accessible mathematics education. Young children in every setting should experience mathematics through effective, 
research-based curricula and teaching practices. Such practices in turn require that teachers have the support of policies 
and resources that enable them to succeed in this challenging and important work.” 
  
Mathematics in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage mathematical activities take place as an integral part of the child’s daily experience.  
These mathematical experiences are part of their topic work and relate directly to the child's understanding of everyday 
life; role play is vital in this aspect.  Children have the opportunity to consolidate their learning during independent 
activities.  The aim of these activities is to develop the child's number skills and the skills of ordering, sequencing, 
matching, grouping and number recognition and to develop mathematical ideas and methods to solve practical problems. 
 
It is through these activities where children are working co-operatively in groups and discussing their learning with other 
children and their teachers that they are encouraged to develop and use mathematical language.  Most of these 
experiential activities will be planned and structured within half-termly and weekly planning to ensure differentiation and 
progression. However, there must also be scope for children within the Early Years Foundation Stage to choose activities 
according to their interests. 
 
The activities begun in the FS1 continue into the FS2 class and it is towards summer term in the FS2 class, when 
appropriate, that the children are introduced to mathematical recording.  Recording only takes place after practical 
activities have been consolidated. 
 
Also see Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage – Effective September 2014 



Addition 
Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should be taught in the context of real life. 

 



Subtraction 
 Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should be taught in the context of real life.

 
 



Multiplication 
 Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should be taught in the context of real life. 

 



Division and fractions 
 Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should be taught in the context of real life. 

 

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

  

Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, 

understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe 

shapes, spaces, and measures.  

 Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, DfE: 2012)                                                   

 


